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The Port of Nassau 
 
About the Port 
Cruise ships arriving to Nassau dock at Prince George 
Wharf. City downtown is within a walking distance, so 
you won’t need a bus or a taxi ride. The terminal can 
accommodate 7 ships at a time, making it one of the 
busiest cruise ports in the world. You will have 
beautiful photo opportunities when many ships are in 
port. 
 
The port and the city are separated by the Festival 
Place, which all cruise passengers have to pass 
through. You will find numerous colorful houses that 
look like an indoor village, but are small shops instead. 
The building includes food and drink stands, souvenir 
kiosks, tour organizers, and anything else a traveler 
might need in Nassau. 
 
About Nassau 
Nassau is the capital city and the key port of the 
Commonwealth of the Bahamas. The city is located on 
the island of New Providence, which is connected to 
the Paradise Island by a bridge. The latter hosts 
excellent resorts and casinos. 
 
The population of Nassau is more than 210, 000 
people. The amount of cruise ship travelers expected 
in Nassau in 2014 is more than 3 million. 
 
Culture 
The Bahamian culture is a combination of American, 
European and African influences. It’s original with 
colorful costumes, parades, music that is similar to 
reggae and so on. Locals are very religious, friendly 
and welcoming. 
 
History 
Nassau, which was known as Charles Town before 
1695, was entirely burned down and rebuilt by the 
Spaniards in the 17th century. In the early 18th century 
Nassau became a gathering place for pirates. The city 
has continually been in the center of Spanish-
American battles. The Americans finally captured it in 
1783. 
 
Climate 
The weather in Nassau is nice and warm year round. 
Summers pass with the average from 26°C to 32°C, 
while winter’s average is 15°C. Despite this, it’s almost 
always a bit windy here. The months of August and 
September might bring a few hurricanes. 
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Language 
As Nassau is popular with American travelers, 
English is the official language and everyone speaks 
it fluently. 
 
Currency 
While the price tags bear the “$” sign, remember that 
it denotes the Bahamian Dollar, which is cheaper 
than the US Dollar. In any case, the US Dollar is also 
widely accepted. Keep in mind that ATMs give out 
both Bahamian and US Dollars, while banks provide 
only Bahamian Dollar.  
The Bahamas and especially Nassau are always 
crowded with cruise passengers, which is why prices 
are higher than in the USA. 
 

 

P O R T  G U I D E  

Port Facts: 
 
Port: Nassau 
Country: Bahamas 
Island: New Providence  
Area:  207 km2 (80sq mi) 

 
Population: 250,000 (2012) 
Language: English 
Currency: Bahamian Dollar ($) – USD also accepted 
 

Things to do 
  
Attractions  
• The Atlantis Aquarium is a nice alternative to 

diving. It’s not very big, but features a decent 
display of underwater world.  

• Nassau Cloisters features what’s left of a 14th 
century French monastery. It’s a nice way to 
escape the beach vacation.  

• Junkanoo Expo Museum features a wonderful 
collection of Bahamian culture, costumes, 
music and traditions. It’s devoted to one of the 
best Bahamian parades - Junkanoo.  

  
Besides the above mentioned attractions, the main 
places of interest here are the beaches and the 
casinos. 
  
 



	  

Beaches 
Paradise Beach on Paradise Island is the closest 
beach to the port (about 10 min drive by taxi). Stunning 
blue crystal clear water will welcome you and there is 
nothing more you want to do than to dive straight in. 
 
Western Esplanade, which is also known as the Spring 
Break Beach, Junkanoo Beach, and Wharf Beach, is 
the closest beach to the cruise ship docks. However, 
for that reason it’s also very crowded. 
 
British Colonial Hilton Beach is very similar to the 
Western Esplanade, but is less crowded. You will need 
day pass to enter the beach. The pass costs around 
$50 per person. 
 
Goodman’s Bay Beach, Cable Beach and Coral 
Harbor Beach are also popular spots. 
  
 

Food & Drinks 
Eating and Drinking 
 
While international and Bahamian cuisines are 
differentiated in restaurants, there is nothing too exotic 
you can try in Nassau. The absolute priority is the 
national Bahamian dish – Conch. It’s made of 
mollusks, vegetables, rice or anything else the chef 
might like. In fact, conch can be served as a main dish, 
a salad, a side dish, or a snack. Every chef prepares it 
uniquely, so two Conches can never taste exactly the 
same in Nassau. 
 
Other than that, you should try seafood, particularly 
lobsters. Splish Splash, which is more-widely known 
as Bahama Mama, is an absolute must while in 
Nassau. The cocktail is made from Bacardi Select, 
Nassau Royal Liqueur, pineapple juice, sugarcane 
syrup, cream and bananas. 
 

Transportation 
  
Taxis 
Taxis are always available near the port. Negotiate the 
price before hiring one. Some drivers can replace a 
tour guide as well, but you’ll have to pay more for such 
services. A taxi to the Paradise Island will cost around 
$4 per person, $15 to the Cable Beach. While tipping 
is not obligatory, you are always welcome to leave 
10%-15%, if you’re satisfied with the service. 
 
Buses 
Buses to Cable Beach run from 6:00 am to 6:30 pm 
and cost around $1,5. Other local buses charge the 
same rate. 
 
Ferry Boats 
Ferry Boats can take you to the neighboring islands 
and cost $3 per person. They operate from 9am to 6 
pm. 
 
Renting a car 
Driving can be tricky here, as it’s on the left-hand side 
of the road. 
 
Other 
Bahamian-style carriages stop just outside the Festival 
Palace cost only $25 and take you to the key places in 
the city. 

Notes 
 



CRUISELEGEND	  PORT	  GUIDE	   3	  
	  

	  
	  

About CruiseLegend 
 
CruiseLegend is an independent website dedidated to enhance cruise and port experience.  
 
Disclaimer: 
CruiseLegend™ solely distributes opinions of authors and reviewers of submitted content. This information is not subjected to any formal peer 
review. The contributors, sponsors, advertisers, moderators of ports, administrators, or anyone else connected with CruiseLegend™ can in 
any way whatsoever be held responsible for any inaccurate, controversial or libelous information or for your use of the information presented 
in newsletters or on the website. Users acknowledge that advice is subjective and may not be conform the users taste, preference and/or 
perception of quality issues. CruiseLegend cannot be held responsible for any damages that may result from the use or interpretation from 
our website. 
 
Visit www.cruiselegend.com/disclaimer.aspx to read our full disclaimer 
 
 
You can find us on the following social media platforms (search CruiseLegend): 
Facebook          Twitter          Pinterest          Instagram          Tumblr 
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